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PRESS RELEASE 

FESTIVAL DELLA VALLE D’ITRIA 

The full programme for the 44th edition “Eclissi d’amore": 

little-known works, Baroque repertoire and homage to Rossini 

Fabio Luisi on the podium to conduct La Scintilla for Händel's Rinaldo, directed by Giorgio Sangati  

Sesto Quatrini conducts the inaugural performance of Vaccaj's Giulietta e Romeo directed by Cecilia Ligorio 

A new collaboration with the Taranta for The Barber of Seville with Elio and Francesco Micheli    

The eagerly-awaited Opera in Masseria is Il trionfo dell’onore by Alessandro Scarlatti 

Martina Franca, 13 July – 4 August 2018 

Eclissi d'amore is the title of the 44th edition of the Festival della Valle d’Itria, which will take place as 

ever in Martina Franca, from 13 July to 4 August. The programme features some thirty events over three 

weeks, organised by artistic director Alberto Triola and musical director Fabio Luisi, who along with 

festival president Franco Punzi are founders of one of the most longstanding Italian festivals. «The Festival 

della Valle d’Itria – artistic director Alberto Triola points out – continues its unifying theme year after year 

through four centuries of opera, in the spirit of the Italian bel canto tradition which, according to Rodolfo 

Celletti, goes back to Monteverdi's recitar cantando. The 2018 edition of the festival focuses on the golden 

age of bel canto: from 1718 - the year the Neapolitan version of Rinaldo and Scarlatti's Trionfo dell'onore 

were composed - to 1825, which saw the premiere of Vaccaj's Giulietta e Romeo. It's a programme which - 

in the unexpected combination of Händel and the Neapolitan School - exalts the purest tradition of Italian bel 

canto. However, it would not be a festival if it failed to supplement its rigorous programme - and the 

coherence of its choices - with imagination and the curiosity that leads onto paths that differ widely, and 

which continue to bear witness to the extraordinary fecundity of original composition and the still awe-

inspiring power of opera. For this 44th edition we have chosen a particularly Baroque title: Eclissi d'amore: 

the sudden chill darkness that marks the passage of the enchantment of love, that most idealised of 

sentiments, in the shadow of disillusion, and even the darkness of wounding and drama. Baroque also means 

playing with cross-fertilisation and references, and the programme has fun shuffling the cards between 

melodrama and popular tradition, between serious and buffo, rigour and irony; in this sense there is no better 

model than Rossini, whose genius never ceases to turn out more current than many contemporary works. 
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This year's programme pays particular attention to him, with works that are in line with the festival's 

customary spirit of research and invention: this is a surprisingly Rossini-inspired festival too in its mood of 

pure divertissement».   

 

Two operas will be staged in the Atrium of the Ducal Palace: Giulietta e Romeo by Nicola Vaccaj (13, 15 

and 31 July), a bel canto gem from 1825, staged here in Martina Franca in Ilaria Narici's critical edition and 

conducted by Sesto Quatrini, with the Orchestra dell’Accademia Teatro alla Scala and the Chorus of the 

Piacenza Municipal Theatre; then Rinaldo by Händel / Leo (et al.) in the 1718 Naples version, staged for the 

first time in the modern day (29 July, 2 and 4 August), with Orchestra La Scintilla conducted by the festival's 

musical director Fabio Luisi. The two operas are directed by Cecilia Ligorio and Giorgio Sangati 

respectively: great talents who in recent years have made a name for themselves onstage with both prose and 

opera thanks to the originality and care of their interpretations; further confirmation of the festival's 

commitment to the new generation of artists and its increasingly strong link - in Sangati's case - with the 

Piccolo Teatro in Milan, a hotbed of talent in memory of and tribute to Paolo Grassi. Both shows will open 

with Under 30 previews for younger audiences, and Rai Radio 3 will broadcast the first performances live, as 

it does every year. One of the most successful initiatives in past editions of the festival has been the Opera in 

Masseria: this year we return to the Masseria Palesi for the staging of Alessandro Scarlatti's only commedia, 

Il trionfo dell'onore (22, 24, 26 and 28 July) in an original adaptation by Eco di Fondo and directed by 

Jacopo Raffaele. There's plenty of room for the celebrations marking 150 years since Rossini's death, with 

events throughout the concert season (14, 17, 18, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 30 July, 1 August), including the 

one-off performance of “Tra dolci e cari palpiti”, conducted by Fabio Luisi (20 July, Ducal Palace) and 

dedicated to the memory of Alberto Zedda. But that's not all: thanks to a major new co-production that 

brings together some of Puglia's most important cultural traditions - the  Festival della Valle d’Itria, the Notte 

della Taranta and the Carnevale di Putignano - Figaro su, Figaro giù…! Rossini and the Barber: it's a 

whole other story comes to Martina Franca (21 and 23 July, Atrium of the Ateneo Bruni) and Otranto (3 

August, Via delle Torri). It’s an original version of Rossini's masterpiece with the extraordinary performance 

of Elio and Francesco Micheli - who have been working for more than a year to bring the work to audiences 

all over Italy - and who for this new Puglian collaboration will present an original show scripted by Micheli 

and featuring Stendhal, Dionysus and even Taranta dancers as well as Rossini. The piece is directed by 

Gianmaria Aliverta, while the Orchestra popolare della Notte della Taranta is conducted by Giuseppe 

Grazioli. Yet another Rossini moment is the Junior Festival with C’era una volta… Cenerentola! (25 July, 
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Cloisters of San Domenico). A huge number of performers are due to appear onstage at the Ducal Palace as 

well as on the temporary stages erected in the masseria, the cloisters and inside the churches of one of 

Puglia's Baroque gems - from Raffaella Lupinacci and Leonor Bonilla in Giulietta e Romeo to Teresa 

Iervolino and Carmela Remigio in Rinaldo, Raffaele Pe singing Scarlatti and maestro Michele Pertusi - who 

will receive the 2018 Premio Celletti - as well as pianist and composer Orazio Sciortino and violinist Yury 

Revich - crowned Young Musician of the Year at the 2015 International Classical Music Awards - not to 

mention singers from the Rodolfo Celletti Bel Canto Academy and major orchestras like the Orchestra 

dell'Accademia Teatro alla Scala, Orchestra La Scintilla from Zurich - one of the world's leading specialist 

exponents of ancient music -, the ICO della Magna Grecia from Taranto and the Chorus of the Piacenza 

Municipal Theatre. 

As every year there is essential collaboration with the Rodolfo Celletti Bel Canto Academy and research into 

twentieth century and contemporary repertoire. This is evident in the Novecento e oltre series of events, 

including “Gatta canta, gatto danza” (14 July at the Ducal Palace and subsequently in Matera, Cisternino 

and Ceglie Messapica), a concert dedicated to cats, with La Gattomachia, an adaptation from Lope de Vega 

by Orazio Sciortino, alongside Rossini's famous Duetto dei gatti; also the first performance of Giampaolo 

Testoni's Tre Pezzi Sacri (Concerto per lo spirito, 30 July). Also confirmed are the Concerti del sorbetto, in 

collaboration with Caffè Tripoli (Cloisters of San Domenico, 14, 21, 28 July, 17:00); Canta la notte, a 

nighttime concert in the Church of San Domenico (1 August, 23:00) and the All’ora sesta concerts (15, 22, 

29 July, 12 noon). 

Box office  Tickets cost between 10 and 60 euros (reductions for under 30s and over 65s). Tickets are 

available online at  bookingshow.it  The box office in Martina Franca will be open from 2 July: 

biglietteria@festivaldellavalleditria.it  Information: Paolo Grassi centre of art and music Tel. +39 080 

4805100 / +39 080 4307259 (Monday to Friday, 10:00 - 13:00)  

 


